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1 Pt. I i 
But there were falſe Prophets among the Peo- 
ple, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers 


among you, who privily ſhall bring m 


damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon them- 
| ſelves ſwift Deſtruction. 


AM not very ſolicitous about the 


Coherence of this Verſe with the 


E2j Scriptures that went before: The 
= Ez Apoſtle had, in the foregoing Cha- 
Se, pter, commended the diligent At- 
[ES ==5] tention of the Chriſtians unto the 
Apoſtolical Doctrine, and their adhering to the 


Truth of the Scriptures, as he tells us, vbereunto 


you do well to take heed, c. i. v. 19. Now, here in the 
eginning of this Chapter, he tells the Chriſtians, 


they ſhould find occaſion enough to make uſe of the 


Doctrine he had deliver'd to them in that Verſe x 
namely, to attend unto the Word of God, becauſe, lays 


he, there will come falſe Teachers and Seducers among 


you. „ 3 
Therefore in regard theſe Thieves and Robbers will 
come in and meet you in the Way of your Chri- 

ſtian Walk, *tis good for you to have your Chri- 
n Sword about you. 4 An- 
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Anotber Connexion may be this; He had ex 
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horted them to ConFancy in the Profeſſion of tge 


Truth, and now he calls upon them to take heed of 
Seducers, that would remove them from the Trutb; 
here, in this Verſe, and concerning theſe Privy and 
'Subtle Seducers, he ſets them forth Three ways, that 
I may allude to that Expreſſion he uſes in the 34. 
Verſe, they jhall with feigned Words make Merchandize 
c you, I lay, in alluiion to that Expreſſion, here 
are Three Parts in that Verſe; Dn Fn 
I. The Merchants or Traders will be falſe Teachers. 
II. The Wares they labour to vend or put off, 
damnable Hereſies, or Hereſies of Perdition and 
Dtieſtruction. 1 - 


III. The Gain, what they ſhall get and win by _ 


this Commerce, They ſhall bring upon themſelves 
ſwift Deſtruction. V 
That which I ſhall now inſiſt upon ſhall be the 
Second of theſe, thoſe Words and Commodities that 
Seducers and Falſe Teachers labour to vend and put 
off, by way of Exchange, for Peoples Souls. Theſe 
are damnable Hereſies; and in the Proſecution of 
this, by God's Aſſiſtance, we ſhall open it to you, 
and then come to Application, as Time will allow, 
and GOD ſhall aflift. % no 
I. For Explic ation, damnable Hereſies; there are 
3) 7 oroS 
I. What do we underſtand by Hereſies ? Hereſy is 
a Word of a Greek Otiginal, and comes from a 
Word that ſignifies to chuſe or to adbere; It imports. 
an Act of the Vill Electi vely, and upon Choice of 
Juch a Way, acleaving to ſuch and ſuch a Sentence, 
ſuen and ſuch an Opinion, as the Learned obſerve; 
among Philcſophers the word Hereſy was uſed as 
an Harmleſs and Innocent Word and only deno- 
ted the cleaving and adhering to ſuch a Way or 
Opinion: But this in Scripture, and the Church of 
Chriſt, evermote carries a maik of Infam; and Ini-- 
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quity upon it; ſee it in 1 Corinthians, Xi. 19. Ga- 
latians v. 20. Titus iii. 10. and fo here in my Text. 
Concerning Hereſy in this place, there are five 


Conſiderations, which are as fo many ſeveral In- 


gredients that muſt be in Hereſy. 
x. Hereſy implies a falſe Opinion, every Evil Work 


is not a Hereſy ; every Hereſy is Error, though every 


Error be not an Hereſy ; Error reſides in the Under- 


ſtanding, tis a Doctrinal, not a Moral Practice, 


but an Intellectual Opinion. LE 
2. Hereſy muſt be about or concerning a matter 


of Faith; Error againſt the Rules and Principles of 
ſeveral Sciences, as Geometry, Aſtronomy, and Natural 


Philoſophy, cannot be call? d Hereſy: Hereſy is an Er- 


ronious Opinion, not about matters of Haman Sci- 
ence, but concerning Divine Truths, revealed in the 


Word. 0 5 
3. It muſt not only be an Error about Faith, 


but againſt Faith, COntrary to {ound Doctrine re- 
| vealed in rhe Scripture ; it muſt not only be contrary. 
to the Judgment of Godly Men, that's not enough 
to denominate a Here), but it muſt be againſt a Di- 
vine Revealed Truth, 8 4; 


'4. Hereſy muſt be contrary to a Truth neceſſary to 


Salvation, a Subverting of the Faith revealed in the 


Scripture as neceſſary to Life Eternal; Tis not 
blowing off the Tiles of the Houſe, but rooting up 


the Foundation, denying the God-head of Chriſt, or 
Redemption by Chriſt, and though it be but againſt 
one fundamental Truth,'tis enough to make aHrretick, 


F. Pertmacy muſt be joyn'd unto the Opinion. 


This is granted by all, that in the ordinary way 


of Diſcovering and Proceſs againſt Hereticks, Perti- 


nac) muſt be an Ingredient to conſtitute any Man 


Heretically Erronious, not only Raſhneſs in detend- 
ing, but Perverſneſs and Objtinacy in cleaving to it, 
again: he clear Propotzis of Truth, manifeſtly re- 
vealed in Scripture ; he will not ſuffer his Under- 
e TED EASE ELIE ſtanding 
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ſtanding to be captivated by the Truth. When 
Hereſy and Fundamenta! Errors are gotten into the 
Soul, it is hardly reduced. Therefore where we 
find one Obſtnate Heretick, you will find 1000 Moral- 
by wicked Men converted. Hereſy comes flying into 
the Soul, but goes away creeping ; the reaſon is, 
becauſe all the Wit, and Pride, and Shifts imagin- 
abli that Men can rally up, are made uſe of for 
_ def=ading their Opinions and Errors. 

II. What is this d:mnable? che Holy Ghoſt here 
Mentions Hereſies of Perdition, deadly Hereſies, pernici- 
ous Hereſies The meaning of it then is this, the 
Hereſies which the Holy Ghoſt here calls Damnable, 

are Pernicious, De diy, Deſtructive ; this we ſhall 
open in Two Conſider. ons. |» 5 


_ Firfl, They may be faid to be Hereſies of Deſtru- 
ct ion paſſively; ſo according to ſome, Fudas is call'd 
The Son of Perdition, not only becauſe he ſhould 
Deſtroy, but becauſe he ſhould be Deſtroyed; fo 
the Man of Sin is called the Son of Perdition, Theſſ. ii. 
2. becauſe he ſhall not only Deſtroy, but be De. 
ſtroyed. Hereſies ſhall be deſtroy'd, though now | 
they appear full of Grandeur and Beauty, they 
ſhall in the Conclufion appear to be gilded No- 
things, a Form of Knowledge, Rom. ii. 20. A fhew of 
Wiſdem, Coloſ. ii. 23. Science falſly ſo call'd, 1 Tim. 
vi. 23. great ſwelling Words of Vanity, not Bread 
but Chaff, not Meat but Wind; and the Bigneſs 
of Hereticks, with ſome rare Truth, proves no- 
thing but a Spiritual Tympany of Wind; the 
M-)untain ſhall end in a Mouſe, and the Waves of 
Hereſy ſhall break themſelves againſt the Rock of 
Truth; This Smoak ſhail be ſcatter'd by the Word of 
Truth, they may ſcem to cover Truth, but they 
ſhall never conquer Traub: manifeſted Errors ſhall 
come to be abhor'd Falſities, and the Profeſſors of 
Truth ſhall in time come to be manifeſted ; 
Thus Tranſubſtanciation, Image Werſhip, Socinianiſm, 


Armi- 


TT 
"Arminianiſm, thoſe abominable Errors, God lays 
open their Deformity. *Tis only the Word of the 
Lord endures for ever, that's a Fountain never to be 
dry'd up, when Hereſy is like a Land-flood, and 
ſhall certainly come to nothing. Auſtin, in his 
time complains, that the whole World .lmoſt were 
turned Arians, yetheſawa great part of the World : 
brought to an Abhorrence of that damnable Error: 1 
| Hereſy is the painted Beauty, that in the Twy- light ; 
ſeems amiable, but being brought to Scripture, it i 
grows contemptible and abhorred. The Sun of , 
Divine Doctrine will ſcatter theſe Fogs of Error; a 
the Adulterate Beauty of the Whore of Babylon was 
; glorious, when the Sun- light of the Goſpel was hid |! 
under a Buſhe) ; but when it was ſet up in a Candle- 
| ſtick, how frequently were thoſe formerly applauded 
Errors, exploded and abominated, Ee 
Secondly, They are Deadly Errors actively, in two 
Regards, ſirſt Errors of Deſtruftion to the Hereticks 
a XX COMME. 
1. Tney deſtroy the Name, Honour and Repu- + 
tation of Hereticks. Thoſe that have been raiſed {| 
up in Knowledge and PRETENDED LIBERTY, «+ 
how often have they fallen into Propbaneneſs and 0 
Looſeneſs, Impieties, Corruption and Libertiniſm ; they i 
have been raiſed upto Heaven in Spiritua; Notions, b 
and Speculations, with a great deal of Honour, and 
have fallen down, in regard of Prophaneneſs, even 
as low as Hell. Thoſe that turn the Grace of God 
into Wantonneſs, turn their own Honour into Con- 
tempt ;like the Star-gazer, that was looking up to 
Heaven and fell into a Ditch; he had more re- 
gad to the Stars walking, than his own walking, 
and ſo his Folly was made maniteſt. When the 
pure Light of the Goſpel ſhall burn ſweetly, like a 
ſweetly Perfum'd Taper, theſe New- Light; ſhall end 
ina ſtinking Snuff, and Poſterity ſhall abhor them. 
How intamous is the Name of Pelagian, Arian, Pa- 
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piſt, Neſtorian, Valentinian! How abominable are 
they in the Church of GOD! 
2. It they do not deſtroy their Names, yet, they 
do very ofen deſtroy their own Bodies, and they 
come to Diſgraceſul Ends; ſometimes the hand of 
God is upon them, by delivering them into the hands 
of Fuſtice ; ſo it was with Fexebel and Baal's Prieſts, 
1 Kings 18. and with the Anabaptiſts in Germany; 
yet if the Sword of Juſtice doth not find them out, 
God hath brought extraordinary Vengeance upon 
them; ſo upon Ananias, the falſe Prophet, Fer. 28. 
This Year thou ſhalt die, becauſe thou baſt taught Rebel- 
lion apainſt the Lord, Arius, that damnable Heretick, 
his Bowels guſhed out. Neſtorius his Tongue rot- 
ted out of his Mouth. Cerintbus was kill'd by the 
fall of a Houſe. Montanus fell down dead. Ana- 
ſtaſius was ſtruck dead by a Thunderbolt. Thoſe 
that have look'd back unco Error, God hath made 
them as it were Pillars of Salt, and ſet them as 
Stakes in a Pond, to keep People, from running in- 
to the Gulf and Whirl- pools of Error, 
3. They ſhall certainly be Deſtructive to their 
Souls, they ſhall bring upon themſelves ſwift De- 
ſtruction. Be ſure the Leaders ſhall fall into the Pit, the 
Blind Leaders ſhall fall into the Pit, and the Seduced 
Foll-wers of the falſe Prophet in the Revelations, ſnall 
be thrown into the bottomleſs Pit; certainly God 


| Blackneſs of Darkne{[s reſerv'd for them, I 3Jud. 2 Pet. 2. 17. 
Se condly, Jhey are actively Deſtructive unto others. 
I. They are deſtructive to the bleſſed Truths of 
God, that ſhould be our Compaſs, according to 
which our Lives ſhould be ſquared, they are Deſtru- 
Rive to that which is True, therefore they are 
aid to ref Truth,2Timothy, 3.8. As the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, Faithful Teachers, are ſet by God for the de- 
fence of the Truth. So Falſe Teachers are ſet by the 
Devil {or the pulling down of Truth lays, an e, 
| When 


will not ſpare the Ring-leaders of Error from the 


C7. 


hen Hereſies aroſe, they aroſe, as much as in them lay, 


by rhe Fall of Truth; as in Nature, Darkneſs deſtroys 


Light, Blindneſs deſtre 1s Sight, Sickneſ] aeſtroys Health, 

fo Error duth oppoſe and e the Truth of God. 
The Lovers of Error are evermore Enemiesto Truth, 
like Batts and Owls, they cannot endure the Di- 
vine Light; they always deny Scriptures Or pervert 
them, 2 Tim, iii. 8. They make Shipwrack of the Faith, 
they ace the Smoak in the face of Truth, 2 Tim. 
iv. 4- they turn away their Ears from the Truth, 
and cannot endure lound Doctrine: What an 92 
bomination is tais? Truth is the Excellency of 
God, the Glory of Chriſt, the >weetnels ot the 
Promiſes, che Salvation of the Soul, applied, re- 
ceived, and adher'd to. Now tor all theſe to be 
ſtruck at, if God be tot a true God, what is he; 
Tf Chriſt be not a True Mediator, what is he? 


if the Promiſes be not true Promiſes, What are Fond 
if Salvation be not crue, what do we expect of 


it, by ſuffering for it? ? 'Tis a debaſing of Gold to 
marry it ſelf to Metals of a Coarſer Birch. No 
Man that Jocks upon the Beauty cf Truth, but muſt 
conceive tis very much againſt the Excel! ency of 
it, to have the Clay of Error j-vned with it: No 


Man can condemn and contemn the Trurh of God, | 


but muſt condemn and contemn the God of Truth ; 
they let themſelves againſt Truth. 

II. They are Errors of Deſtruct ion and Perditien un- 
to Holineſs, the Beauty of the Soul; they endea- 
vour to overthrow not only the Faith of Gd, 
but the Fear of Gcd; they are the Cankey at d Gan- 
green that eats out Hal neſs; 2 Zim ii. 17. Here- 
tical Heads and Holy Hearts cannot meet together, 
Erxroniouſneſi hath ever been an inlet to Fr. 06, 
therefore thoſe are call'd Dogs ard Ewvil Workers, Phil, 
iii. 2. Thoſe hat creep into HOUS ES, leading EWAY 

Captive ſilly Women, 2 Tim. iii. 5, 6. of theſe we 
read, they do deny the Power of Godlineſs. Faith and 
a Good Conſcience ſtand and fall rogether ; if our 
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Minds be defiled, we ſhall certainly be Reprobate 
to every good Work; they that will not be in- 
turmed by the Truth, will not be retormed by 
Grace; the Corruption of the Judgment, is like 
calling Poifon into a Spring, all the Streams muſt 
needs be Deadly and Pernicious. Anti:briſt is not 
only a Man of Error, a Falſe Prophet, but he is cal- 
led a Man of Sin, 2 Theſſal. ii. 3. And 'cis faid of Se- 
uu ers, they ſhall grow woife and worſe, and in- 
creaſe to more Ungodlineſs; and commonly you 
find Sedacivg end in Senſuality, They that do put 
cut the Light revcald in the Scripture, will like- 
wiſe extinguiſh the Light implanted in their very 
Nature ; Falſe Opinions give way to Falſe Pra- 
ctices; to Rrime, that will Condemn all other 
Churches as Heretical, becauſe they are True, 
will give way to, and tolerate Stews and Brothel- 
houſes : It is told us by thoſe that write in this laſt 
Century, that Fehn of Leyden had Thirteen Wives, 
and all Dis Followers might have as many as they 
Iif} ; God puniſhes Spiritual Fornication with Bo— 
Oy Lut;a Heterodox Head uſhers in a Hererodox 
Lite and Converfation, when they ſpeak great ſwel- 
ling Words of Vanity, they allure through the Luſts of the 
I ſh ana much Wamonneſs, 2 Pet. ii. 18. as Defluxi- 
cit from the Brain, eafily overthrow the Stomach), 
10 Errors in the Head do often deſtroy the Heart; 
and the truth of ir is, Error is but a Device of the 
PDevii is caſt off God's Yoke; Error was but inven- 
ted to gratifie Luſt ; therefore Men find out an 
Error, that it may be as a Piilow under their Heads, 
that they may fl-ep more ſecutely in their Wick- 
edncls. Thole chat have Workhipd God accor- 
ding to Truth, have always been ſuch, that it they 
have nur continued in it conſtantly, yet they have 
teturn'd ty Holineſs of Lite and Converſation. The 
ileaiheris had nothing to lay to the Charge of the 
Primitive. Chriſtians, but tha: hay did Worſhip one 


Teſus, 


a» 


(9-3 


Feſus, and were very Devout in Singing their 


Morning Songs to the Praiſe of Chrif, Ard the 


Waldenſes were ſober, modeſt, rightecus Perſons. 
Though Satan may transform himſelf into an An- 


gel of Light, and Seducers put on the Vizard of 


Sanctity, it is that they may the more freely de- 


ceive; and in time the Vizard ſhall be pulled cf, 


and the Paint waſh'd off, they ſhall increaſe to 


more Unzodlineſs, they ſhall grow worſe and 
.worfe. The Vine of Truth never produceth the 
Thorn of Prophaneneſs; BeautitulTruth never was 
the Author of Deformity in Life; thoſe that ſtumble 
into Detormity in their Lives, either have no Eyes, 


ore if any, very bad ones; we are Sanctified by 
Truth, but Defiled by Erxtor. Eos 
III. Errors, are oftentimes deſtructive to Natural 


Life, not only to the Lite of Grace, but the Life of 


Nature, in regard to Cruelty, Rage, and Bloodi- 


neſs; Error turns Men into divers things; Degs, 
Phil. iii. 2. Grieveus Wolves, Acts, xx. 29. I could 
give you a Catalogue of the Cruelties of Heteticks ; 
Cain, by ſome learned Men, accounted the fiſt. 


Heretick inthe World, in regard of Worſhip, bu: 
to be ſure he was a Murtherer, the fi:ſt Murtherec 


after the Devil; and when the firft Man dyed up- 
on the Earth, Religion was the Cuarrel. So the 
Cruelty of Arius, Athant ſius ſa ys, was unexprethib'e, 
he was more Cruel againſt the Orrhodox than the. 
Heathens ever had been; ſothe Papifts,the Pipe, that 
Son of Perdition, how drunk with the Blood of the 


Saints; they bave not ſpared any Rank or Sore or 
Men, though never fo near to them, murdering 


dk Painces, blowing up of Parliaments, guiding the 


hand ot a poor filly Woman to the ſtabbing hzcown 


Husband, throwing Children ſpringing out of the 
Mothers Womb into the Fire, as ſoon as brought 


forth. One Minercas, a Champion, boaſted he hed 


murdered 1020 Proteftants. In Calabria doo Per 
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ſons were kept half dead, that they might be put 
to more Torment. The Spainards, as White tells 


us in his Survey, did in 40 Years ſlay. 370 Millions 


of poor Indians, this for the Number; then for 


the manner of their Murdeiinz, as cutting off the 


Paps of Women chat the Child:en might Starve; 
_ preſerving ſome in a lingting Death, that they 


might feel themſelves dye; Burning with Pitch 
and Tarr thoſe that were put tv Death; filling of 


Boots with boyiing Greaſe, and putting them on 
the Legs of thole that were Tormented to Death. 


So the Cruelty of the Anabæaptiſ, in Germany, 


that ina few Years did Murder too, oo Chriſtians, 
as Hiſtorians aſſure us. Now if you azk me the 


reaſon Why Se ducers and Hereticks are ſo Cruel; tru- 
ly no good tea ſon can be given. But Conſcience, 


which hinders others from Cruelty, is left by God 
to put them upon Cruelty, and they may think, 
when God delivers them up to themſelves, that they 


do God a Good Service; as a good Conſcience is 


a Thouſand Witneſſes ro comioit a Man for what 


good he hath done; fo a bad Conſcience is as a 
Thoutand Weights to pulla Man to that Evil he 
would not do; I might tell you likewiſe, concer- 
ning the Oppeſition and natural Antipathy that is in 

every one of us to Truth; Satan is always blowing 
ar the Taper of Trutb; He hath made the red Horſe 
of Blood and Perſecution ſtill ro follow the white 
Horſe of the Goſpel, and he is the ſame Devil, 
Serpent, Dragon ſtill, None are ſo unwilling we 


| thould have Liberty in Holineſs, as choſe that will 


Leave Liberty in-Sin<-.Ho 
 Hereſizs are Deſtructive to Natural Life, 
IV. They are deſtructive ro Order and Govern- 


ment, Civil Order and Government of a State or 


Place. They that will be Hereticks make noConſcience 
in Deſpiſing Dignities; they that take off the Crown 
trom the Head of the Lord JESUS, will make no 

| „„ . 


try 


bones of Dethconing of PRINCE 3. The Stream 
of Error will be overflowing the Banks of Govern- 
ment. New Doftrines put People upon an Itch at- 


ter New Lawsto eſtabliſh thoſe Doctrines; when 
Conſcience, God's Deputy within us, is laid aſide 
by Error, God's Deputy without us, the Magi- 


| ſtrate, is laid aſide too; when the Heart will not 
be Subject to God, it will not be Subject unto Man; 


Religion being gone, Allegiance cannot be long 


expected to ſtay; It God be ſtruck at, well may 


his Picture, well may the Ge de, ſo call'd, be flruc k 
at too: Tis not Truth but Error that throws down 


the Magiſtrate; they that will play the Wantons 

labour nothing more than co burn the Rod. Thoſe 
that throw off the Yoke of Chiſt, labour nothing 
more than to throw off the Reins of Magiſtracy. 
 AChriſtian is an Enemy to none, much leis to 
the Magiſtrate. V „ 
lf the Winds of Civil Power will blow againſt 


the Tides of FHerely as it ought.to do, thole Tides 
will be rough and boiſtercus; yer, let the Magi- 
ſtrates who will favour the Exrcnicus, take heed, 

leſt while, in opp:ſition to the Charch, they fer up 
Hereticks, and in «ppr ſition to Church Government they 


tolerate Hereticks,that in oppeſition to Civil Govern- 
ment, Heretick do not pull chem down. 


V. Errors ara deſtructive to Outward Peace, 1 2 5 


mil and Eccleſiaſtical; that not on y merito: jouſly, 
by provoking God to puriſh and {end down Judg- 


ments upon a Nation, Thus when they ebeſe new 


Gods, then there was War in the Gates; but alſo ef- 


fectually and really, thoſe that do not conſent to whole- 
ſome Wards, tis a cauſe of Envy, Strife, Revilings, 1 
Tim. vi. 3. Diviſion, Faction, Rebellion in the ſame 


Family; Diſtractions in Congregations and Nations, 


theſe things are joyn'd together in the Catalogue, 


Gal, xx. 21. Montanus, an Eminent Heretick , 


was called a Fire. brand; Herefie cannot endure Op- 
poſition, 


Ct) 


poſition, therefore they make PARTIES to uphold 
their Errors; and the Baſenefs of their Cauſe, makes 
them angry with every Adverſary; asLuſt is full of 


Indignation, ſo Errors are impetuous and impatient 
of Reſiſtance. 1 4 


——— — — — 
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VI. Hereſie is deſtructive to the Quiet and Peace of 


Conſcience, toſſing them up and down with every 


Wind of Doctrine, not ſuffering them to hold to any 


Certainty, full of Doubts and Heſitancies, * 


endleſs Scruples into Mens Minds by doubtful Dit- 
putations, racking not only the Thoughts, but the 


Conſciences of thoſe that hear them, diſttacting 
the Thoughts of Men with endleſs Diſputes, con- 


cerning what may be ſaid for, and what againſt 
ſuch a thing; never ſuffering People to hold any 


thing, that indeed they may hold any thing; Tis 


the Diſpoſition of Seducers not to eſtabliſh and 
ground their Diſeiples in revealed Truths, but to 
toſs them up and down, as Meteors turned up and 


down the Air; fo the Apoſtle tells the Galatians 


7 were Bewitched to another Goſpel, becauſe of 


thoſe that troubled them. The Word ſignifies moving 


and ſtirring of Water, that makes Chriſtians fluctu- 
ate, and ever to be in doubt concerning the 


Truth: And, 


VII. Error and Hereſies are deſtructive to Eternal 


Life and Happineſs. VVVüilf „ 
Hlow can we find the way to Life, if Truth be 


extinguiſhed, Error and Intellectual Darkneſs ends 


in Eternal Darkneſs. 2 Theſſal. ii. 10, 12. Tis a 
certain Truth, God gave them over, becauſe they re- 
ceived not the Truth in the Love of it, to believe Lies, 


that they might be Damn'd. Satan doth firſt blind 


their Eyes, and then brings them into the midſt of 


Samaria. Hereſies do not belong to ſuch as ſhall in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, Gal. 5. 20, 21. Surely 


thele are deadly and deſtructive Hereſies, the y ſtiike 


at our Lives, our Souls eternal Happineſs, and one 


Lite 
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| Life is worth 1000 Worlds, and one Soul is worth 


loco Lives, yet the Merchandize that Seducets 
Trade in, is cae Merchandize of Souls. 

| Thus you ice wherein Errors are deſtructive. Now 
to wind up all with briet Application hs 
I. By way ot Information. The Church of God is 


moſt perniciouſly oppoſed, when 'tis oppoſed by 
thoſe within us; Inteſtine Evils are worſe than Out- 
ward Evils, A&s xx. 3. From your ſelves ſhall Men 
ariſe, [peaking perverſe Things, things without us 


never defile us nor deſtroy us. Remember Chri- 


ſtians, Inward Hereſies and Schiſms eclipſe the Truth of 


God more than outward Perſecution; the Hea- 


then Perſecutors were never ſo pernicious to the 
Church, as Arians, Anabaptiſts, Papiſts, &c. open 
Enemies ſcratch the Face of Religion, but inward 
Hereticks ſtab the Heart of Religion; from the 
former the Church of God bath ſuffered, from the lat- 
ter the Church of God Sins and Suffers ; from the for- 
mer open Enemies, ſhe is under Perſecution from 


Men, by the latter under Provecation againſt God ; 
the rormer hath Weapons to ſtrike the Church, by 
the latter the Church throws away her own Wea- 


pons; by the former the Church's Enemies labour to 
beat them off from continuing Chriſtians, but by 


the latter they are beaten off from becoming Chri- 
ſtians ; by the former Perſecution, we dy like Men 
againſt che Common Enemy, but by the latter 


Error and Schiſm, we dy like Fools deſtroying one 


another. e | 
II. By way of Ex bortation. 1. To Magi rates; 

remember it was a Heathsniſh Speech of a Heathen, 
The Gods alone muſt remedy the Injurics offer d to them 3 


If you would offer the Devil a Chart-blank, and 
ask him what he would defire,it would be ant Unt- 
- verſal Toleration of all Errozs and Opinions. 


It was a notable Expreſſion ot a late Learned Writer, 


The Heathens had a Religion of ail Gods ; the Papiſs 


Habe 
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bave a Religion of all Saints; and if the Proteflants may 
have a Religion of all Opinions, the Devil hath his Triple 
Crows. They that ſtart from one Religion to all, 
will ſoon fall from all Religions to none: Oh that 
che Mouths of Chriſtians ſhould ever be open in the 
behalf of thoſe that open their Mouths againſt 
God and Chriſt; ſhal! the Welfare of Sec,, 
and Seducers, be more to us, than the Weltare of. our 
Souls ? 

But here I muſt Anſwer fone Objections. 

Ob jectin 1. Your Brother Gomaliel, ſee what he 
I ſay s, As v. 38, 39. Refrain frem theſe Men, and let 
them alone, if this Counſel be of Man, it will come to 
noug bt, nd if of God, you cannot overthrow it. 

Anſwer 1, How can this be their Rule, and a 
Chriſtian's Practice, that was dictated Ly one that 
did not make Profefſion of Jeſus Chrip, as we have 
any ground to beleive? 

2. H: expetles himſelf in that Seriprore to be 
doubrtul whether it was of Man or of God; there- 
fore he comes wich a Suppoſition, 7; He was not 
clear whether the Apoſtles were in the right way 
or no; Now, becaute he was doubtful, and would 
not do any thing in the way of Reſtraining thoſe 
that were look'd upon as Srducers, becauſe theywetre 
doubtſul Therefore, ſhall thoſe that are not 
doubttful. Tolerate and Connive at all Opinions Here. 
| fres and Blaſphemies * We are come to knowthe Truth, 

believe the Truth, be fedfaft in the Truth, my Shep 
Low my Voice, &c. 

35 Remember this, by this Argument, we may 
nor fo much as ſmite Seducivg Heretichs with tie 
Tongue, for if it be of God, it ſhall and, if it be 
nt of Gd it ſhall come 10 . We may not ſo 
much as re prove a Talſe way, no more fight againſt 
them wich the Tongue than the Sword. 1 

4. Beſides this dictate of Gamzlie] was Impolitick; 
he utter d à Sentence privorthy the Expfeſſion of 

a 


of Error, and holding the Truth. _ 


( 15 ) 


a Wiſe Man + for mark, if this be a good grund 
why Men ſhould be Tolerated in Error, becauſe 


if it be of Man it ſhall come to nougbt, God will Ruin 
them; by the ſame reaſon, you might ſay, Mur- 
derers and Adulterers ſhall be Tolerated, tor God 


will Ruin them, tor ſuch will God judge, and ſuch 


Men ſhall not live out balf their Days ; yet God's do- 5 


ing ot this, is no excuſe for the Magiſtrates not 
doing it 5 therefore it was a weak and fooliſh Ar- 
guing, tha: becauſe God would vindicate his own 


Cauſe, therefore the Magiſtrate ſhould do nothing; 


we ſhould argue thus, Becauſe God will maintain 


his own Truth, we will be couragious in oppoſing 


Object. 2. Others bring that Scripture, 1 Cor. 11. 


19. There will be Hereſies among you, It they muſt be, 
then we ought not to go about to oppoſe that Which 
is certain and neceſſaty. VVV 
An. This is as eaſily anſw 
1 ſay, the Spirit ſays there muſt be AMurderers, 


er'd as ſpoken; may not 


Thieves, Robbers, Adulterers, ſo there muſt be Here- 


fies. What Neceſſity is this! an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity, can any Man compel them to be ſo; "Tis up- 
on a Suppoſition of their wicked Hearts, Now for 
the ſame reaſon there muſt be no Diſputing or 
Preaching againſt Error and damnable Opinions, there 
muſt be thefe things, why do you preach againſt 
them ? Take notice a little further, this Neceflicy 


is ſpoken concerning Offences, Mart. 18. 7,8, 9. 
ſays Chriſt,Offences muſt be, cannot be avoided; what 


_ Offences ? not only in Doctrine, but in Converſa- 
tion, Scandalous, Ungodly Living, Drurkennels, 
Murther, Sabbath-breaking ; theſe muſt be, yet for 
all that, Chriſt ſays Oppoſe them ; they are not ex: 


empt from Puniſhmene, becauſe of che contracted 
Neceſſity under which they lye; and notwith- 


ſtanding thoſe Errors and Hereſies muſt be, yet Paul 
doth place the Spiritual Sword againſt them, thru 
" 


them 
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them out, and deliver them up to Satan, 1 Tim. 1. 19, 


Object. 3. But it will be ſaid, Chrif was full of 
Meekneſs, he would not liften to his Diſciples, 
when they called for Fire from Heaven; therefore 
wie do not ſhew we are of the Spirit of Chrif, if we 


deſire reſtraining of Men in theirErrors,9 Luke y 3,54. 
Anuſ. This was not a quarrel about Religion, that 
Feſus Chriſt bids them forbear, but only the Deny- 


ing an act of Hoſpitality ; and what is this to the 
reſtraining of Hereticks ? The Samaritans were Ig- 
norant Infidels, therefore why ſhould they compel 


the Samaritans ; This is nothing elſe but Popery, to 


go with Fire and Sword into the Indies, and drive 


Men by Thouſands into Rivers to be Baptiz' d; but 


| becauſe thoſe without the Church, may not have 
Fire call'd down upon them, may Profeſſors of the 


Church of God in Baptiſm, and by Covenant too, 


may theſe do what they will, and live as they liſt: 

| Beſides, this Paſſage, concerning Cbriſt and the 
Samaritans, was about a private Revenge, not at 
all concerning Magiſterial Power. Feſus Cbriſt would 


not call for Fire from Heaven, this ſhews the Meek- 


_ neſs of a Chriſtian, but doth not deny the Severity 
of a Magiſtrate. A Go ol ns x ern 
Object. 4. But we cannot certainly ndw whe- 
tle: a way be Good or Bad; we muſt be doubt- 
ful ſtill; therefore we muſt not meddle with what 


we do not underſtand. 


Anſ. I anſwer but little to this; but it it be an 


Argument, becauſe we are Fallible and Men, this 
doth as much make againſt preaching againſt and re- 


' proving of Errors, you do not know whether it be 


Error or not, why doth the Holy Ghoſt bid us a- 


woid them? take heed of them, not ſo much as ſalute 


them, and bid them God ſpeed, if-we do not know | 


them? let us take heed that under a pretence of 
Aode/?y, we be not guilty of Ungodly Scepriſm and 
5 Deubtfulneſs 


C17 


\ Doubtfulneſs, The Godly under the 0/4 Teftament 
did reſtrain and hinder Hereticks and Idolators, now 


were they infallible or fallible ? let them prove that 
all the Magiſtrates under the Old Teftament were in- 


 fallible, it they can; but if they were fallibie as we, 
why may not we reſtrain thole that go about to 
| deſtroy the Intereſt of Chriſt, and the Truths of 
the Goſpel? 5 _ 


Again, whereas they ſay, theſe Men may Err, 


and puniſh Truth inſtead of Error. Pray mark, if 
this be a hazard, that Godly and Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates muſt not refrain Error and Hereſy, becauſe he 
may puniſh an Orthodox Man inſtead of a Heretick ; 
yet let me pretend another hazard, is} it not a 
greater Hazard, by ſparing and tolerating them for 
the Perverting of Souls, Unchurching the People of 
God, and Subverting of Religion? So put one 
Hazard againſt another, and remember, tho“ we are 
not ixfallible, and every Man, as a Man, may Err ; 


yet thoſe things neceſſary to Salvation, as all our 


Divines maintain, againſt the Papifs, are plainly 
and clearly made out in the Word of Chriſt, and 


therefore we may know them. 


7 - 


Object. 5. But this reſtraint will make them Hypo- 
_ erites. I have read of ſome that go that way to 

Work; ſhall we Reſtrain Men, we cannot reach 
their Minds and Hearts, their Hearts will be one 
Way and their Lives another; therefore better let 


them alone. 


Anſ. This Objection lay as ſtrong againſt Godly 
Foſiab, 2 Chron. 34. 32. he compels them to „and to 
_ the Covenant, he compels them to keep cloſe to the Co- 


venant, for all they might be Hypocritical in doing 


ol it, and their Hearts were not right with God, Jer. 3. 6. 


Beſides, this Obje&ion takes away the Reſtraint of 


Mart her and Theft; for unleſs you take the Hatred 
dodut of the Heart of the Murtherer, the Laſt out of 


he Heart of the Adulterer, and Coveronſneſ5 out of 
„ 7 = the 


(4% F< 
the Thief, they will be Hypocrites, notwithſtading 
the reſtraint of the Magiſtraic ; they hide their Sin, 
but do not cut off Sin, it is God that muſt do that, 
the bringing them to an inward Converſion is God's 
Work, yer the Magiſtrate muſt reſtrain the outward 
| Converſation, tho? he be not able to meddle with 
the inward Diſpoſition, becauſe the inward Conſcience 
is too high for the Magiſtrate to deal withal, there- 


fore ſhall the outward Practice never be meddled with? 


Pecan 6. But then there muſt be no Love among 
Mas. 1 . TE 
Anſ. Yes; the hindring of Men from diſcovering 
their Errors is the greateſt Love that can be; Tis 
Lowe to God, Zeal for his Glory, Love for the 
Poor Creatures themſelves, that they may not un- 
do their own Souls, by doing hurt to others; tis 
Love to thoſe, that they by their Hereſies would ſe- 
duce and deſtroy, As a Man in a Lethargy is ve- 
ry unwilling to be raiſed out of his Bed, Men are 
very unwilling to the wak'd, Ægri indignantur, ſa- 
nati gratulantur, angry with you when they are Sick, 
but when they are well they thank you. Both of them 

Offended, yet both Belov'd, Ambo offenduntur ambo dili- 


| guntur. 


Il ſhall here propoſe ſome Queries to the 2 
Q. 1. Have Heathen Magiſtrates in all Ages, by the 
implanted Light of Nature, reſtrain'd thoſe t hat op- 
poſed their Idol Gods? and are not Chriſtian Magi- 

ſtrates, in the Time of the Goſpel, to reſtrain choſe 

that oppole the . Eouuuonhuineonn En 
©. 2, Was the reſtraining of Sins againſt the 

Fir ſt Table the commendation of the Magiſtrate un- 

der the Old Teſtament, and is the Univerſal Toleration 

of them the commendation of Magiſtrates under the 

New Teſtament? is the Offence leſs now, is our 

Light from God leſs now, ought our Love to God 

o be leſs now than it was then? Pa 


19): 
2. 3. Is ſuffering the greateſt Evi! to be done, 
executing Wrath upon Evil Dooer ?? 
2.4. Was it a puniſhable Wickedneſs of old to ſer 
up a Graven Image; and is it now a tolerable Wic- 
3 to pull down and deny the Image of the Fa- 
JJ... 8 : 
2. 5. Owes not the Magiſtrate Service to Feſwe 

Cbriſt, as he isa Magiſtrate, as well as a Chriſtian ? 
Is not a Godly Magiſtrate more bound to reſtrain 
Hereſy and Error, than a Godly Mercer or a Godly 
Merchant; Is he bound to do nothing for GOD as 

a Mapiſtrate? Cr 
2. 6. Is Chriſt to look upon thoſe as Owning him, 
that ſuffer any in the World to Diſown him; 


_ ©.7. Muft the Magiſtrate be called a God? iche | 
called a God, that he may throw off all care of God- | 


2. 8. Is the Natural Parent to keep his Child from 
Knives and Poyſon ? and is not the Political Parent to 
keep his Children from Poyſoning their Souls? Is he to 
have a Filial Subjection from us, and is he not to be- 
ſtow a Parental Care over us? „ 
2. 9. May a Magiſtrate puniſh a Man, for Words 
| ſpoken againſt him, with the ſevereſt Puniſhments ? 


and may he not reſtrain thoſe that vend their Here= | 


ſies, Errors and Blaſphemies againſt the King of Heaven 
and Earth? 2) 33% ᷑ ᷑ MM eo” 
2. 10. Is the ſuffering God's Name to be Abuſed 
and Blaſphemed, the way to preſerve the Magi- 
ſtrate Name ? Is this the Engliſh of that Scripture, 
He that honours me I will honour? —o © 
2. 11. Is the Magiſtrate called the Flower of Re. 
faint, Judges xvii- 6. that he ſhould reſtrain none 
from diſhonouring God? V 
25.12. Shall a Man be reſtrained by the Magiſtrate 
from ſtealing 124. from any Man? and ſhall not thoſe 
be reſtrain'd that ſteal the Pearl of Truth, and go 
about to ſteal Souls from Chriſt; ?? 


OT RO” 
©. 13. May the Magiſtrate conſtrain a Man to 
pay his Tax, though he may plead it is againſt his 
' Conſcience ? and may not the Magiſtrate reſtrain Men 5 
from the Profeſſion of Error and Hey, though he 
ſays tis againſt his Conſcience to forbear f I 
Q. 14. Is not the Magiftrate's encouraging Men 
to do Well, and puniſhing them that do Evil of equal 
Latitude? If a Magiſtrate may encourage thoſe that 
do Well, Promoters of the Goſpel, by preaching the 
Truth; may he not as well diſcourage thoſe that 
oppoſe the Truth and broach their Errors? 
2. 15. To conclude, Is it a commendation for a Man 
to fetter a Mad man; and reſtrain him that would 
throw Firebrands into every Man's Boſom? And may 
not theſe Spiritual Bedlams, and Mad-men that throw 
Poyſon and Damnable Opinions into Men's Souls, be re- 
ſtrain'd? becauſe the Mount of Conſcieuce muſt not 
be touched; muſt not Practice be dealt withal, and 
and Printing be dealt withal? VVV 
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. Object. . Others bring in that Expreſſion, The Tares 
[le and the Wheat muſt grow together till the End of the World, | 
1 Mat. xiii. 38, 39. Therefore Error and Hereſy muſt | 
fa be ſuffer'd ro keep pace with Truth, and ſee which | 


* will out- grow each o tber. 5 
1 Anſ. 1. According to Interpreters, as Calvin and | 
It Beza , the ſcope of this Parable is one of theſe wo | 
ji! things, either to evince the Severity of thoſe that | 
| Imagine the Church can be totally rid of all | 
1 Wicked Perſons in this Life, and can be as pure 
Ut Wheat withoutChaff or Tares ; as theNovatians and | 
1 the Donatiſts of old did hold; but this cannnot be till 

it the day of Judgment; there will be a Mixture. ; 
Il Or elſe it is to take us off from murmuring a- | 
fb gainſt the flouriſhing of the Wicked, becauſe they | 

| | are cut off before the day of Judgment ; the Godly | 
[i being apt in all Ages, to murmur at God's Pro= |. 
Fi | 


| vidence, becauſe the Wicked did thrive more * 
——— them 


| themſelves, this was the Diſpoſition of Feremy, Da- 
id, and the Penman of the 73 Pſalm. But however, 
this is falſe, to ſay, Becauſe we muſt not murmur 
ag sgainſt wicked Mens being in the Church till the 
day of Judgment, therefore there muſt be no reſtraint 
laid upon them, by thoſe whom God hath ſet up. 
2. Obſerve hers who are call d Tares ; not only 
Hereticks but all the Children of the WickedOne the 
Devil. Now, according to this Phantaſtical Gloſs, 
no wicked Man in the World muſt be troubled ; the 
| Magiſtrate muſt not deal with the Murderer, he is a 
Tare ; nor with the Adullerer, he is a Tare ; nor with 
any that never fo much 8 God Or him. 
_ 3. Let, however, you ſee the reaſon, why they | 
muſt not be pluckt up, is becauſe they cannot be dif- 
cerned, let them both grow together; but ſuppoſe they 
can be diſcern d, ſuppoſe the Deeds of the Fleſh 
are manifeſt, and Chriſt bids us to diſcern them, 
take heed to them, and aviid them, If we may diſ- 
| cern them ſo as to avoid them, certainly we may 
diſcern them ſo as to reſtrain tjſ en. 
4. Beſides, Chrift ſpeaks of the total rvoting out ol 
all ſorts; there may be the correcting of ſame, though 
there cannot be the taking away of all; we may 
| do as much as we can, if we cannot fete away all 
the wicked in the World, we may reſtrain them in 
f 8 ee $002 ee 
5. Suppole the rooting out of Hereticks, by capital 
Puniſhments be forbidden; this is nothing to hin- 
dring and forbidding them, that they may not be ſui- 
tered to broach their Errors to the Diſhonour of 
God, and the Hurt of Souls © —— 
Laſtly, Exhortation to the People; Do you Sigh for 
Z thoſe many Soul damning Errors thatare among us; 
| if the Magiſtrate cannot bear them down with the 
ſtream of Power, do you bear them down with a 
| flood of Tears. I tel} you weeping, God makes every 
[ Error and Hereſy yours, that you can look upon with 
imiling Countenances and merry Hearts. It 
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It is your Duty to defend your ſelves from Errors, 


and that you may. 


1. Fill your Souls with the ſaving Principles of 


Chrifian Religion; balance your Souls with Cat eche- 


tical Doctrines, let the Word of God dwell tichly in 
you, that there may be no room for the Devil to 
root his damnable Errors. N 


2. Get Love to the Truth ; little Knowledge we have, 


and Lord knows leſs Love we have. The reaſon why 
we let go the Truth, is becauſe we do not receive it 
In the love of it; a thing we take no delight in, we 


are very forward to let go;letnot only the Truths of 


Ged ſhine in your Heads, but reliſh in your Hearts, 
that you may find the Experimental Sweetneſs of 
Truth upon every one ot your Hearts; that you may 
find Truth unlading all her Jewels upon the ſhore of 

pour Souls, when the Truths of God have transform'd | 
and comforted your Conſciences, and you can ſay, Ab 
my Soul thou canſt not part with Truth for Error, but thou 

wilt be a Loſer by the Change. © 5 
3. Mortifie your Luſts, this leaves the Soul un- 
fenc'd, like a Man whoſe Wall is broken down. 

The Covetous Man will hold any thing in the World 


for Money ; and the Ambitiow Man be of any Opi- 


nion, that he may be accounted Some-body above 


his Brethren, "ns 5 
4. Labour to be Fm never heard of an hum- 


ble Man that was a Heretick ; God will teach the 
Humble. The Humble Man is God's Scholar, the 
Proud Man is the Devils Diſciple. 
F. Do not admire any ones Perſon, do not love 
the Opinion becauſe of the Man, but love the 
Man becauſe of the Truths deliver d by him; Wor- 
ſhip not Man, take heed of Man. worſhip, as well as 
Idol. Morſhip; do not take Religion upon truſt ; tell 


this Coyn alter your own Father. 


| Laſtly, Take heed of Novelty 5 do not throw it a- 


way, becauſe it is New; but evermore ſuſpeR it, 


and try it, before you receive it. 
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